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Our Bumblebees

We only have 6 species of bumblebees in Guernsey
although sometimes the queens, workers and
males look a little bit different.

The five social bees make nests above ground
in long grass, others in old mouse holes or even bird
boxes. Each queen lays between 40 and about

300 eggs most of which are workers.

The nest lasts only 1 year and all the workers, males
and the old queen die at the end of the summer. Only
newly mated queens survive the winter by hibernating
down a hole, in piles of leaves or under sheds and
outdoor buildings. They start emerging as soon as the
weather is good enough, they need the sun and nectar
from early flowering plants like hellebores or mahonia.

The vestal cuckoo bee queen doesn't build her own
nest but takes over from one of the social bees, evicting
or killing the old queen. She then lays her eggs and the
original workers help rear her new bees.

If you want to grow plants for bumblebees make sure
you have some that suit both long and short tongued
bees. Foxgloves with long tubular flowers suit Garden
and Carder bees while Echinaceas with their flat faces are
good for Buff-tailed, Early and Cuckoo bees. And try and
make sure you have flowers from very early spring right
into late autumn. Bees need that nectar and pollen.

Download our free app ‘Bumblr’
and start sending us your bumblebee sightings.

The app includes a useful identification guide
and can be downloaded from the AppStore for
iOS devices or Google Play for Android versions.

IMAGES: Cover — Red Tailed Male Bumblebee. Above — Common Carder Bumblebee.

6 STEPS TO HELP

POLLINATING INSECTS

¥® STOP USING PESTICIDES

Insecticides, and even herbicides and
fungicides all harm bees and other
pollinators. Search out natural solutions.

PLANT FOR POLLINATORS

Grow a wide range of pollinator friendly
flowers, shrubs and trees. Challenge
yourself to cover the whole year.

GO WILD

Undisturbed areas create valuable
habitat for shelter and food.

MAKE SPACE FOR NESTS

Leave some bare earth, make
compost heaps, and put
up bee and bug hotels.

LET THE LAWN GROW

Give the mower a rest. Join no-mow May!
Let your clovers, daisies and
dandelions thrive.

SUPPORT US!

To find out more visit us at:
www.pollinatorproject.gg
Email: contact@pollinatorproject.gg
€9 @pollinatorproj
@pollinatorproject.gg
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In partnership with

Six Guernsey Bumblebees
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3. Common carder bee

2. Early bumblebee
(Bombus pratorum) (Bombus pascuorum)

Some bees are painted without wings or legs to help with identification

1. Buff-tailed bumblebee
(Bombus terrestris)

MARCH - OCTOBER

MARCH - AUGUST

ALL YEAR
6. Southern cuckoo bumblebee
(Bombus vestalis)

5. Red-tailed bumblebee

4. Garden bumblebee
(Bombus lapidarius)

(Bombus hortorum)

APRIL — SEPTEMBER

APRIL — SEPTEMBER MARCH — SEPTEMBER

,#- Bumblebee

K _l(;on%ervotlon Bumblebee illustrations by generous permission of The Bumblebee Conservation Trust — www.bumblebeeconservation.org
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