Pick one of Guernsey'’s native bumblebees from
the identification sheet and create your bee
using your imagination and make it bee-utiful!

Every entrant receives a packet of bee-friendly
garden seeds!

Disclaimer:

Competition open to all children attending Primary Schools in the Bailiwick of Guernsey.
Strictly one entry per child. Our competition may be promoted via each entities’ social
media and website. All children will receive a packet of bee-friendly seeds. Please note

that artwork will not be returned once the competition has closed. In keeping with the
provisions of The Data Protection (Bailiwick of Guernsey) Law 2017, any personal information
provided will be used solely for the purpose intended and deleted thereafter.
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Entries will be collected from schools but can
also be taken to Guille-Alles Library up to
Friday 7th June.

Your bee will be displayed at The Guille-Allés
Library from 6th July - 3rd August 2024.
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@ Lots of people think there is only one type of bee,
the one that lives in a hive and makes honey. In fact,
there are three main types of bees; solitary bees,
the honey bee and bumblebees.

There are both long and short tongued bees.
Foxgloves suit long-tongued Garden and Carder
bees while Echinaceas with their flat flowers are
good for short-tongued Buff-tailed, Early and
Cuckoo bees.

We only have 6 species of bumblebees
in Guernsey although sometimes the

queens, workers and males look a
little bit different.

~

Bumblebees can ™

carry up to 77% of I
their own body weight |
in pollen and nectar.

@ An average bee  \

will collect 20kg of \
pollen per year - that's 1

million pollen loads at 20mg
per trip. The pollen is mixed with ™~ — — —
water to make a kind of pollen bread
that they feed to the growing larvae.
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We are a team of volunteers who try to make

a positive difference to our Island’s nature through
education, science, protecting habitats and
reducing pesticide use. You can do your part by
planting pollinator friendly plants and putting
10% of your garden aside for wildlife or

support us on www.pollinatorproject.gg

Bumblebee species are some of the few in Europe capable of “buzz
pollination” - shaking the flower by rapidly vibrating their flight muscles

to cause the flower to release a shower of pollen. They then transfer the
pollen to the next flower they visit. Buzz pollination is necessary for over
20,000 species of plants around the world, including tomatoes, aubergines,

Bumblebees develop in four stages; egg, larva, pupa
and adult. The eggs hatch into larvae, which eat the
stored pollen and nectar for them. The larvae then spin
a cocoon in which they pupate. The adult bumblebee

@ Bees have 6 legs, 4 wings |
and 5 eyes! There are 2
larger compound eyes,
and 3 smaller ocelliin the
centre of the head.

@ A bumblebee colony
develops over several months
from spring. So a colony
needs multiple plant species
blooming in succession to
successfully complete its life
cycle. Try to make sure your
garden offers food for bees all
year round.

kiwis and blueberries.

Bumblebees rarely use their stings. Only honeybees die

after stinging due to their hooked barb that snaps off when
they sting. Solitary and Bumblebees have unbarbed stings

so can withdraw their sting and do not die. Male bumblebees
do not have stings at all.

emerges from the cocoon. From egg to adult takes
about 6 weeks.

When bumblebee nests are located within 1km of a high
quality food source, flowering throughout their lifecycle,

the colonies tend to yield more daughter queens that survive
to establish new nests the following year.

old queen die at the end of summer. Only newly mated queens survive

temperatures.

[ ] Buff-tailed bumblebee
[ ]Garden bumblebee

[ ]Red-tailed bumblebee \
[ ]Vestal cuckoo bumblebee
[ ]Early bumblebee

'\ [[]Common carder bee
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the winter by hibernating. However, in the Channel
Islands, buff-tailed nests can remain active
through most of the winter nowadays _ -~
‘thanks’ to increasing winter

Foraging is exhausting!
Bees that spend more time

/ shorter lifespans than
7/ those bees that forage

@ The nest usually lasts only 1 year and all the workers, males and the
~
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Bumblebees

have thick hair and

can warm themselves

by shaking their huge
flight muscles.

/  This keeps them much
warmer than other insects
and allows them to forage
in cooler temperatures.

@ Bumblebees leave a sticky scent mark behind whenever they
land on flowers and can distinguish between their own scent marks,
| those left by fellow nest-mates and those

left behind by bees of other colonies.
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Guernsey Arts is the umbrella charity directly

supporting Island artists and Bailiwick arts organisations
across a wide range of arts disciplines. We offer grant
funding, advice, networking and inspiration as well as
creating and curating inclusive and accessible events across
the whole community.

www.arts.gg
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